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A miserable basis for so vast and fatal a struc-
ture of unbelief! It is owned, presently, that
"it i% impossible to avoid the assumption of
self-existence somewhere." The proof of Ni-
hilism is thus, briefly, that it is "vicious and
unthinkable" to think of that any where, which,
by irresistible necessity, we must perforce
assume and think of somewhere. And fur-
ther, that it is mere delusion, while we must
assume self-existence somewhere or othei*, to
deny it to objects plainly variable and imper-
fect, and to refer it to its only consistent
subject, a pure, all-perfect source and fountain-
head of created life and being.

In the rest of the argument, from causality
and the nature of the universe, the parts are
curiously reversed. The sceptic philosopher
spends two pages in proving threo Christian
doctrines, as conclusions that "seem unavoid-
able." "We must inevitably commit ourselves
to the hypothesis of a First Cause. . . Next, it
is impossible to consider this First Cause as
finife," Thirdly, "another inference is equally
unavoidable, that it must be independent, com-
plete, and total." The First Cause, it thus
appears, must be infinite and absolute. These
conclusions having boon thus built up, tbo
writer, iu.sicad of pulling them down himself,